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it made headlines nationally, since Lopez-Sanchez had previously committed no fewer than seven
felonies while in the United States...and on the day of Kate Steinle’s death he had recently been
released from San Francisco police custody on a drug charge.

Yet at the time Lopez-Sanchez was the subject of an ICE detainer asking the police for custody of

Lopez-Sanchez so that they could institute deportation proceedings to send him back to Mexico ...
but instead of honaring the detainer, the police honored the San Francisco sanctuary policy and

released him with tragic results for Kate Steinle and her family. If San Francisco police had followed
federal law and honored the ICE detainer, L opez-Sanchez would have been in ICE custody on July 1,

2015...not free and on the pier where Kate Steinle was Kkill

In August 2019 Judicial Watch filed another taxpayer lawsuit in California’s Santa Clara County
(San Jose) seeking to overturn that county’s sanctuary policy which places the same restrictions on
cooperating with ICE as does San Francisco’s. This lawsuit (Howard A. Myers v. Laurie Smith et al,
No. 19-CV-353510) arose out of another tragic and unnecessary death, this one of Barbi Larson in
her San Jose home at the hands of an illegal alien criminal, Carlos Arevalo-Carranza.

In the case of Arevalo-Carranza, ICE had filed six separate requests with the county, asking that he
be detained so that ICE could take him into custody for removal proceedings. All six requests were
ignored...perhaps not surprisingly, since in 2014 Santa Clara County had the dubious distinction

refusing the largest number of IGE detainers in the country!

The outcome of these two Judicial Watch lawsuits seeking to overturn deadly and illegal sanctuary
policies will assuredly have repercussions across America in the months to come.
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