Judicial Watch

Court Report

CA Court Rejects Attempt To Dismiss
JW Lawsuit Against SF Sanctuary Policies

Judicial Watch on December 4,
2017 announced that the Superior
Court of California, San Francisco
County, overruled San Francisco

Sheriff Vicky Hennessy’s move to end

a Judicial Watch taxpayer lawsuit
challenging the sheriff’s sanctu-

ary policy. The lawsuit challenges
restrictions on the ability of sheriff’s
deputies to communicate freely with
Immigration and Custom Enforce-
ment (ICE) about inmates’ citizen-
ship, immigration status and release
dates.

The November 21, 2017 ruling
came in a December 2016 lawsuit
brought by Judicial Watch on behalf
of California taxpayer Cynthia Cerlet-
ti (Cynthia Cerletti v. Vicki Hennessy,
Sheriff (No. CGC-16-556164)). The
suit alleges Sheriff Hennessy’s restric-
tions on communications with ICE
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San Francisco Sheriff Vicki Hennessy

conflict with federal immigration law
and are therefore invalid.

San Francisco’s sanctuary policy
received national attention on july
1, 2015, when Kathryn Steinle was

JW taxpayer lawsuit challenging San Francisco sheriff’s sanctuary policy
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“By refusing to share release
information, Sheriff Hennessy
allows deportable criminal
aliens in her custody to
escape federal immigration
officials’ grasp.”
~Judicial Watch court filing
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gunned down at one the city’s most
popular tourist spots, allegedly by
Jose Ines Garcia Zarate (formerly
known as Juan Francisco Lopez-San-
chez), an illegal alien who had been
released from the San Francisco
Sheriff’s Department despite a re-
quest from ICE that he be detained
for possible deportation. On Thurs-
day, November 30, a San Francisco
jury acquitted Zarate of murder.

In its court filing opposing Sheriff
Hennessy’s effort to dismiss Ms. Cer-
letti’s lawsuit, Judicial Watch argues:

“Sheriff Hennessy’s refusal to
share basic information about

the release of deportable criminal
aliens in her custody — the

date, time, and place of their
scheduled release — plainly
frustrates Congress’ clear purpose
in enacting section 1226(c).

By refusing to share release
information, Sheriff Hennessy
allows deportable criminal aliens
in her custody — aliens Congress
plainly intended to be detained
upon release from the custody

of [law enforcement agencies]
See SANCTUARY on page 8
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Sanctuary
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such as SFSD — to escape federal
immigration officials’ grasp.

Her restrictions enable aliens
who have committed aggravated
felonies or other crimes deemed
sufficiently serious by Congress
to warrant detaining them and
denying them bond or conditional
parole to remain at large pending
removal. Not only might such
persons pose a further danger to
the community — which was one
of Congress’ main concerns —
but federal immigration officials

Kathryn Steinle

must spend additional time and
resources and assume unnecessary
risk to themselves, the aliens, and
others locating and apprehending
them.”

In rejecting the attempt to end
the Judicial Watch lawsuit, presiding
Superior Court Judge Harold Kahn
wrote there is “sufficient support
at this stage of the case for Ms.
Cerletti’s allegation that the Sher-
iff’s policy prohibiting or restricting
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Superior Court of California, San Francisco
County
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“As Kate Steinle’s death
tragically demonstrates, San
Francisco’s sanctuary policy

is dangerous and illegal.”

~ Judicial Watch President
Tom Fitton
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release information about suspected
priority aliens stands as an obstacle
to the accomplishment of Congress’
asserted purpose of enabling federal
immigration officials to gain access
to inmates who may have violated
federal immigration laws.” The law-
suit may now proceed to discovery.

“As Kate Steinle’s death tragically
demonstrates, San Francisco’s sanc-
tuary policy is dangerous and ille-
gal,” stated Judicial Watch President
Tom Fitton. “We hope our taxpayer
lawsuit can end San Francisco’s un-
lawful sanctuary policy before more
lives are needlessly 1ost.”®
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Don't let the government decide for you.

Complete your will or update it now, and when you do, please consider including
Judicial Watch as a beneficiary.

It may be as simple as including Judicial Watch as a line in your list of beneficiaries.
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Begin the New Year by Completing and Updating Your Will

DID YOU KNOW THAT HALF OF ALL AMERICANS DIE WITHOUT A WILL? AND
WHEN THAT HAPPENS, DID YOU KNOW THAT YOUR STATE, NOT YOUR FAMILY,
WILL DECIDE WHAT TO DO WITH YOUR ASSETS?

To assist you in preparing your will, call
for our free brochure, “How to Make a
Will that Works.”

Steve Andersen, Director of Development
(888) 593-8442
sandersen@judicialwatch.org
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